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Arctic cooperation.

Meanwhile, the Korean government had consultations with Arctic countries to
strengthen bilateral cooperation. A Korea-Norway Arctic consultation was held in May
to share Arctic policies and discuss ways to use President Moon Jae-in's state visit
to Norway as an opportunity to strengthen Arctic cooperation between Korea and
Norway. As discussed during the consultation, two Korean and five Norwegian Arctic
research institutes signed MOUs during President Moon's state visit in June, laying the
foundation for active people-to-people and academic exchanges as well as research
cooperation. Korea also had an Arctic consultation meeting in July with Russia, a key
partner for its New Northern Policy, and discussed ways to lay the groundwork for
Arctic economic cooperation in such areas as the Northern Sea Route.

Korea participated in the preparatory meeting of signatories to the Agreement to
Prevent Unregulated High Seas Fisheries in the Central Arctic Ocean, which was held
in May to contribute to creating new international norms for the protection of fishery
resources in the Arctic and promote scientific research. Of the ten signatories, Korea
became the sixth country to complete the domestic ratification procedure and the
process for depositing instrument of ratification in October. Korea had signed the

agreement in October 2018.

2. Science and Technology Diplomacy

MOFA has assigned a special role to some of its diplomatic missions since 2013 to
monitor the trends of science and technology in advanced countries and discover and
promote new agenda items for science and technology cooperation. Such missions
have served to enhance international cooperation in the field of science and technology
and science and technology diplomacy.

In 2019, MOFA and the Ministry of Science and ICT of Korea established the
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Science and Technology Diplomacy Strategy for an Inclusive and Innovative State to
actively utilize science and technology as a new diplomatic tool and a means to promote
national interest. The purpose of the strategy is to develop a systematic approach to
science and technology diplomacy, and MOFA plans to utilize this strategy to actively
respond to new diplomatic and security issues caused by rapid advancements in
science and technology.

As smart cities are becoming increasingly important in the field of science and
technology diplomacy, the Korean government participated in the workshop and
annual conference of the ASEAN Smart Cities Network (ASCN) in June and August,
respectively, to discuss international cooperation on smart cities and to support the
hosting of the World Smart Sustainable Cities Organization-ASCN Conference. Korea
also held the Smart City Networking Seminar in July for the diplomatic corps in Korea
and introduced Korea's smart city policy at the World Smart City Expo in September.
On the occasion of the ASEAN-ROK Commemorative Summit, the ASEAN-Korea
Smart City Ministerial Meeting was held to lay the foundation for cooperation with
ASEAN countries.

Furthermore, the Korean government participated in the Fifth Science, Technology
& Innovation Forum and organized side events to take part in the global discussions on

using science, technology, and innovation as means to achieve the SDGs.

3. Space Diplomacy

The Korean government established the Third Master Plan for Space Development
in February 2018 and has pursued space development with the aim of improving the
safety and well-being of the people. Korea actively participated in the discussions on
space development and cooperation with the international community as well as with

leading countries in space development such as the US. Domestically, Korea worked to
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strengthen the foundation for cooperation among relevant ministries and institutions.

As part of its efforts to engage in the global discussions on space cooperation, the
Korean government attended and hosted major international conferences in the field
of space, including the Space Situation Awareness Workshop in January organized
by the Korea Aerospace Research Institute and the Secure World Foundation, the
56th Session of the Subcommittee on Science and Technology of the United Nations
Committee for the Peaceful Use of Extraterrestrial Space (UN COPOUS) in February,
the Space Symposium in April, the International Cooperation Session on Space during
the Jeju Forum in May, and the UN COPQUS Plenary Meeting in June.

In addition, the Korean government actively participated in major meetings on space
situational awareness, lunar exploration, and satellite information utilization as well as
advisory groups for international space cooperation in order to strengthen government-
wide cooperation on space and cooperation among relevant ministries and institutions
such as the Ministry of Science and ICT, the Ministry of National Defense, the Korea
Aerospace Research Institute, the Korea Astronomy & Space Science Institute, and
the Agency for Defense Development. The government also stepped up its efforts
to support the development of the space industry, with a specific focus on small and

medium-sized enterprises.
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